
U3A Family History Christmas Quiz 2020 

(or what you don’t know about Family History)

1. When was the first formal census taken in England?

2. Why was the 1939 Register compiled? 

3. Why should you be sceptical about a birth being recorded for 6th September 1752?

4. What was the population in England and Wales in 1911 (to the nearest million) according to the 

census?

a) 27 million b) 36 million  c) 41 million

5. What is the population in England and Wales in 2020? (To the nearest million)?

a) 49 million  b) 55 million  c) 59 million

6. England adopted which calendar in 1752;

a) Gregorian   b) Julian

7. What was the ‘Lloyd George Domesday Survey’ and when was it undertaken?

a) 1900 – 1905  b) 1910 – 1915  c) 1920 -1925

8. The civil registration system for births, marriages and deaths began in England and Wales in;

a) 1801  b)  1837  c)1841

9. In what year did Thomas Cromwell introduce legislation that required every priest to record 

baptisms, marriages and burials within his parish?

a) 1520  b) 1529  c) 1538  d)1541

10. The Population Bill was given Royal Assent in 1800. What did this lead to?

11. What historical Act came into force in 1834?

12. In what year was it compulsory for Marriage Records to be kept in a separate register?

13. Why might a burial entry in a Parish Register of around 1680 have the words ‘affidavit’ against 

one entry and ‘naked’ against another?

14. In 1754 it was compulsory for people under 21 to have parental consent to get married. What 

was the lowest legal age for marriage at that time for males and females?

a) Boys                    b)  Girls

15. In what year did an Act of Parliament instruct local clergy to make annual copies of their own 

parish registers and send them to the bishop of the diocese in which they served as ‘Bishop’s 

Transcripts’ and what amendment to the Act was made a year later to try to ensure that the 

registers survived?

a) 1597 b) 1603  c)1615  d) 1619



16. When was ‘age of death’ added to death certificates?

a) 1837  b) 1841  c)1866

17. a) From the 19th century onwards what does the letter ‘P’ in the margin of a baptism entry 

usually signify?

      b) What does the letter ‘R’ usually signify in a baptism register?

18. Not including witnesses’ names, how many relations’ names would you typically find on an 

English or Welsh marriage certificate?

a)2  b) 4  c) 6

19. What is a ‘toponymic’ surname?  What is a ‘patronymic’ surname?

20. The following words are all connected to wills; what do they mean?

a) grantor   b) nuncupative  c) testator  d) executrix  e) admons

21. If a person changes a will or adds to a will, what is this called?

a) appendix  b) codicil  c) corollary  d) epilogue

22. When was the power of granting probate taken away from church courts and given to the state 

in the form of District Probate Registries and the Principal Probate Registry in London?

a)1660  b) 1837  c) 1858  d) 1910

23. A terrier is a document that records what?

a) The pedigree of dogs  b) a description of a piece of land  c) three generations of a family

24. What does the abbreviation DNA mean?

25. Autosomal DNA is inherited by;

a) just males   b) just females   c) everyone

26. Are mitochondrial genes are inherited from your 

a) mother   b) father   c) both

27. The female side of the family tree is known as the;

a) distaff side  b) leaf side  c) near side

28. The Latin for son is;

a) filius  b) filia 

29. What is a ‘quick and dirty’ tree?

a) One written on an old envelope  b) one about skeletons in the cupboard  c) one drawn 

up swiftly to help with DNA research

30. What type of family tree chart is most useful for displaying adopted and birth families;

a) a bow-tie chart  b) a waterfall chart


